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Skips were filled with rubbish by Bentley customers 
who made the most of an opportunity to give their 
homes and gardens a thorough tidy-up.

Containers were put in Star Close, Wing Close, Locket 
Close, Malkit Close, Cromwell Close and Poplar Close, 
Old Hall Estate.  Each skip was filled within two 
hours.

Cheryl Holdcroft, said: “We had a fantastic response 
from customers who filled the skips to capacity.”

The event was one of a series taking place across 
the area, jointly funded by whg and Darlaston Local 
Neighbourhood Partnership (LNP).

Colleagues from Safer Walsall Partnership, the police, 
Walsall Council’s Street Pride and Public Protection 
and Walsall Youth Service joined the tidy-up team. 

The next tidy-up will take place on 11 August in 
Lowe Avenue and nearby streets.

Photo shows Richard and Courtney Follows from 
Malkit Close, Bentley.

Teenagers gave up their spare time 
to transform hoardings surrounding 
a whg building site in Bentley.
The group, aged 13-17-years-old, spent their 
school holidays spraying their designs onto 
140-metre long boards.

They surround the former Old Hall pub site 
where 60 homes for over 55s and five family 
homes are being built.

Councillor Bill Madeley, who represents Bentley 
ward, said: “They really put their minds to it and 
it just shows what young people can do.”

The team consisted of young people from whg 
Entry 2 Employment and Bentley Youth Centre’s 
youth club.

The art project was funded through whg capacity 
building project and VIEW, the regeneration fund 
jointly managed by whg and Walsall Council. 
The building work is being funded by whg, the 
Government’s Homes and Communities Agency 
and VIEW to the tune of more than £16 million. 

Photo shows volunteer superviser Jenny Plant, 
ward councillor Bill Madeley and young artists. 

Getting arty  

Making light 
work of rubbish
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Pupils swapped books for bulbs when they took a lesson outdoors to 
get their hands dirty gardening.

Youngsters from New Invention Primary in Willenhall planted 32,000 
bulbs which will flower in spring next year.

Colleagues from Pinnacle, whg grounds’ maintenance contractor, helped 
pupils plant an area measuring 1,800 square metres.

The work was organised by New Invention Community Forum and 
jointly funded by whg and Willenhall Local Neighbourhood Partnership.

Rupy Pandall, forum secretary, said: “We wanted to transform areas 
of green space and grass verges across New Invention into a colourful 
display to make the area more attractive.”

Photo shows the green fingered team in New Invention.

Back 
home
Customers forced 
to move out of 
their flats after a 
fire damaged their 
homes have now 
moved back in. 
There was a severe fire at St 
Anne’s Court, Willenhall, which 
started in the communal area 
on the 10th floor.

Four customers were affected 
and moved into alternative 
accommodation while 
remedial work was carried out.

Julie Westbrook, Senior 
Assistant Neighbourhood 
Officer, said: “This was dealt 
with efficiently and effectively 
by the Estate Management 
Team and Property Services 
Team with the minimum of 
disruption to our affected 
customers and all are now 
safely back in their properties.”

Gardening on 
the timetable
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A mother-of-two from Willenhall 
saved a life by giving bone 
marrow 15 years after signing the 
donor register.

Karen Brewer joined the Anthony 
Nolan Trust register while giving 
blood in 1994.  Last year, she was 
unexpectedly revealed as a match 
for a seriously ill man.

Karen, who works at whg’s Skills 
Centre, received an intense course 
of injections over several days 
before undergoing a gruelling 
procedure in London, which lasted 
more than six hours.

She said: “It was very hard-going 

Kind Karen saves a life

Fresh look 
for flats

Not a walk in the park
Willenhall Memorial Park turned from green to pink 
when brightly dressed whg colleagues stopped off to 
train for a sponsored run.

Seven of our team donned fancy dress when they took 
part in Race for Life, in aid of Cancer Research UK.

The women, based at Beechwood House in the town, 
decided to make use of the nearby park to warm up 
ahead of the five kilometre race.

The fundraisers are still collecting sponsorship but 
hope to have raised more than £450.

Photo shows whg colleagues training in Willenhall 
Memorial Park for Race for Life.

but I received a lovely thank you 
letter from the hospital saying I 
had saved a life, which makes it all 
the more rewarding.” 

The adult patient’s details cannot 
be disclosed but Karen will receive 
an update on his condition in 
coming months. 

Jane Preece, whg Director of 
Organisational Development, 
said: “We fully support and admire 
Karen’s selfless decision to donate 
stem cells to help save the life of a 
person she does not know.”

Photo shows whg colleague 
Karen Brewer, of Willenhall.

Flats on an estate in Willenhall 
have been brightened up after 
being given a fresh lick of paint.

Unpaid workers completing 
their probation through the 
Community Payback scheme 
have been painting stairwells, 
gates and sheds on the Lodge 
Farm estate.

They also replaced fencing and 
cleared rubbish at the back of 
Wychbold Way. 

Neighbourhood Impact Officer 
Dan Cheetham said: “It is an 
ongoing initiative by whg and 
has really helped freshen up 
the look of the area which had 
become quite tired.”
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